VIII. Note on the Angon of Agathias by Akerman, John Yonge & Lindenschmit, Ludwig
78
VIII. Note on the Angon of Agathias. By JOHN YONGE AKERMAN, Secretary;
introductory of Drawings of Examples, and some Remarks, by HEBE LTJDWIG
LINDENSCHMIT of Mayence.
Bead May 18,1854.
In my communication " On some of the Weapons of the Celtic and Teutonic
Races " read to the Society some time since,* I alluded to the fact of the weapon
termed " angon" by Agathias never having been found in any of the numerous graves
of the Prank and Anglo-Saxon period explored in Prance and in this country. The
subject was thought not undeserving the attention of an active and observant
Fellow of the Society, and accordingly Mr. Wylie on the 20th January, 1853,
communicated some remarks on this weapon, which he illustrated by a sketch of a
javelin, presumed by him to represent the angon so minutely described by
Agathias. This example is preserved in the Museum of Artillery in Paris, and
it is represented in Mr. Wylie's remarks in the 35th volume of the Archseologia,
p. 51. At the same time Dr. Oollingwood Bruce noticed incidentally in his
account of the Roman Wall a weapon nearly identical in shape and character with
that described and represented by Mr. Wylie.
There appear, however, the best reasons for our supposing that neither of these
objects really represent the angon of Agathias. In a communication with which
I have just been favoured by Herr Ludwig Iindenschmit of Mayence, an anti-
quary well known by his curious work on the Prank Graves of Selzen, this
gentleman, after observing on the important results arising from the intercom-
munion of antiquaries of different nations, says, " I esteem myself fortunate in
thus being able to communicate some remarks on an object which appears to be
unknown in England, and, what is still more remarkable, has never been observed
in Prance in any discoveries of the Merovingian period. I allude to the angon of
the Pranks, for a treatise on which by Mr. Wylie I am indebted to you, but of
which the exact character is not generally known, at least as it appears to me. I
discovered in the graves of Selzen the iron of a lance which certainly answers to the
description of this weapon, but, its shape being concealed by rust, I was unable to
identify it in the manner I could have wished until I had an opportunity of com-
paring it with other examples, discovered elsewhere, and so well preserved as to
allow of our recognising the character of this arm.
* Archseologia, Vol. XXXIV.
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"In forwarding you the accompanying designs, I may remark that in our
neighbourhood are preserved five; two in our collection (Mayence), two in the
Museum of Wiesbaden, and one in the Museum of Darmstadt. I feel confident that
an inspection of these drawings will satisfy you that the weapons accord with the
description of Agathias, as also with that in Eigil's Saga—the lance of Thorulf—
more completely than any yet described. I readily concede that the lance
figured No. 1 in the interesting treatise of Mr. Wylie responds to the idea of the
angon; nevertheless it does not accord with the length of the iron socket so
especially indicated, and which in the angon properly so called is from three to four
feet in length.
"The quadrilateral points of these lances are very remarkable. They differ
entirely from all the other descriptions of lance-heads of this period, and
resemble the points of the cross-bow bolts and halbards of the middle ages, and
also the points of different swords and daggers made for piercing defensive armour.
" In nearly all these lance-heads," observes Herr Iindenschmit, " the barbs
are pressed close to the shaft, as if they had been forced through some solid body.
The examples from Wiesbaden and Darmstadt are also bent as if they had been
employed in warfare."
From these drawings and remarks it will be seen that the description which
Agathias gives us of the angon of the Franks is verified by archseological discovery.
But we have yet to account for the fact that no weapon of this character has been
discovered in the Merovingian cemeteries of [Prance—a fact which we may venture
to explain by supposing that, as the Bipuarian and the Salic Franks, though of one
great Teutonic family, were governed by different laws, so also they may have
differed in many usages both in peace and in war, and among others in the
adoption of the weapon so minutely described by the historian.
The drawings now exhibited are especially deserving of our notice. The example
found at Wiesbaden is the most perfect, and it will be seen by the accompanying
scale, that from the point to the termination of the socket it is nearly four feet in
length. Another, found near Worms, measures exactly four feet. A third, preserved
in the Museum of Darmstadt, is three feet and a half long. That in the Museum of
Wiesbaden, the lower portion of the socket of which is quadrangular, is about four
feet in length; and the example found at Selzen, of which a drawing is given of the
actual size, measures four feet two inches and a half.
Herr Lindenschmit informs me that four of these weapons were found in
graves the contents of which are preserved, and leave no doubt whatever as to the
age to which they may be ascribed.
J. Y. AKERMAN.
London, 15 May, 1854.
